
Word Classes – ALNS All Staff Literacy 31/01/2017 
 

Sitting in the audience, Harry knew he should be listening, but before I was able to quietly 
speak to him he had begun to fidget, knocking over a blue bottle in the process and 
destroying the calm in the room. 
 

• Nouns - a person, place, thing or idea 
o Proper noun – particular, e.g name, place, month, day 
o Common noun – people or things in general – not specific and not a proper noun 
o Concrete noun – physical, you can touch it 
o Collective noun – groups of people or things 
o Abstract noun – ideas, qualities and conditions – cannot be seen or touched and have no physical reality 

• Pronoun - used in place of a noun 
o Personal pronoun – refers to specific people (I, me, you, his, etc.) 

• Verb - doing or happening 
o Modal verb – shows possibility, intention or ability (must, shall, will, should, would, ought, can, could, may and might) 

• Adjective - describes a noun 
• Adverb -  describes a verb, adjective or another adverb 
• Preposition - describes the position of something or the time when something happens 
• Conjunction/connective - connects phrases, clauses and sentences. 
• Determiner/article - introduces a noun (a/an, the, every, this, those, many) 

o Definite article = the 
o Indefinite article = a/an 

• Interjection/exclamation - word or phrase expressing strong emotion (Ow! Hello!) 

 


